
PROGRESS REPORT OF THE PARTIES 
NUTRIENTS ANNEX CHAPTER 

OVERVIEW 

Excessive nutrients entering the Great Lakes are one of 

the primary causes of the development of algal blooms, 
which can be harmful to human health and the 

environment. Of all the lakes, Lake Erie in particular has 

been experiencing increasing algal growth since the 

1990s. 

Algal bloom image 
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Through the Nutrients Annex of the 2012 GLWQA, Canada and the United States commit to coordinating 
binational actions to manage phosphorus concentrations and loadings in the Waters of the Great Lakes. 

The focus of the implementation of the commitments from the Nutrients Annex over the first three 

years is the completion of revised binational phosphorus reduction targets for Lake Erie and work with 

others to manage phosphorus concentrations and loadings in Lake Erie as a means of reducing excessive 

algal growth. 

ACTIONS TAKEN TO MEET KEY COMMITMENTS 
During the reporting period, binational and domestic actions were undertaken to address the following 

key commitments from the Agreement's Nutrients Annex. [Language about what/why 1key' 
commitments? Fulfilling these commitments are the necessary first step to ... the objectives of the annex. 

What does 1key' imply? Many steps ... a word about 10ther' commitments?] 

KEY COMMITMENTS: 

• By 2016, develop binational substance objectives for phosphorus concentrations, loading 

targets, and loading allocations for Lake Erie. 

• By 2018, develop binational phosphorus reduction strategies and domestic action plans to meet 
the objectives for phosphorus concentrations and loading targets in Lake Erie. 

• Assess, develop, and implement programs to reduce phosphorus loadings from urban, rural, 
industrial and agricultural sources. This will include proven best management practices, along with new 
approaches and technologies. 

• Identify priority watersheds that contribute significantly to local algae development, and develop 
and implement management plans to achieve phosphorus load reduction targets and controls. 

• Undertake and share research, monitoring and modeling necessary to establish, report on and 
assess the management of phosphorus and other nutrients and improve the understanding of relevant issues 
associated with nutrients and excessive algal blooms. 

The Nutrients Annex Subcommittee developed the following 2014-2016 Priorities for Science and Action 

to focus binational efforts to address these commitments. 



Binational Priorities for 
Science: 

Binational Actions Taken 
Actions to describe: 

• 
• 
• 

definition of problem 

modeling 

proposed targets 
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• Undertake science to support the establishment of 
phosphorus concentration objectives, loading targets and 
loading allocations. 

• Identify sources of phosphorus and priority watersheds for 
action. 

• Improve understanding of how aquatic invasive species, 
lake dynamics, climate change and other factors affect 
phosphorus concentrations and algae growth. 

• Improve monitoring techniques and approaches to enable 
tracking progress towards objectives. 

• 
• 

public consultation - webinar; binational.net 

finalization of targets 

• allocations 

• other activities covering the science/action priorities? 
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Domestic Canadian Actions Taken 
• start of domestic action plans 

• domestic program efforts to address nutrients 

Domestic U.S. Actions Taken 
• start of domestic action plans 

• domestic program efforts to address nutrients 

Environmental Progress 


